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While Bradford shivers,
the heat is on at Inspired
Neighbourhoods

3	Support for local
businesses widens

Welcome to the winter edition of Inspired
Neighbourhoods, on behalf of the board
and staff here can I wish you a happy and
prosperous start to the year. Prosperity
is linked to a growing economy and this
edition focuses on some of the key initiatives
Inspired Neighbourhoods is taking to ensure
our local economy prospers in a sustainable
and long term way.
In the last edition we announced the award of the £450k
Inspired Communities bid to help young people in Bradford East.
I am pleased to announce that our more detailed plans have now
been approved and more information on that and the type of work
we hope to undertake can be found in the centre pages.
You will have noticed that Inspired Neighbourhoods has
concentrated its efforts to work in Bradford East. Our new
initiatives are linking in with wider partnerships to benefit people
right across this constituency. We have launched a very successful
Bradford East Business Network with more networking events
to come.
I am especially delighted to announce the launch of the
Bradford East Community Enterprise Project, which aims to support
new and existing business in Bradford East at two centres at
Laisterdyke and one being developed in Idle. This will ensure that
partnerships across Bradford East will be able to provide more
co-ordinated support for local people and businesses.
Two things are important to me, first that we keep local
people informed of what we are doing and secondly that we hear
your views. All our projects go through a lot of local community
consultation, but if you want to have your say, log on to our
website, sign up to the discussion forums and let’s hear from you.
Why not make it your new year’s resolution.

5	Business + Sport =
A Winning Formula!

Kind Regards
Nasim Qureshi
Director Regeneration and Neighbourhoods
Inspired Neighbourhoods
www.inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk
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Business Support

Support for local
businesses widens
Launch of Bradford East Community Enterprise Project will make a difference.
Inspired Neighbourhoods, working in
partnership with Bradford Chamber of
Commerce and Bradford Council’s successful
Kickstart enterprise support programme, is
now set to make an even bigger difference to
the people of Bradford East as the Bradford
East Community Enterprise Project gets under
way, with facilities at Laisterdyke and new
plans for Idle.
“We are looking to provide business
support right across Bradford East,” says
Nasim Qureshi, the Director, Regeneration and
Neighbourhoods for Inspired Neighbourhoods.
The Bradford East Community Enterprise
Project is funded by Bradford Kickstart and
will be managed jointly by Bradford Chamber
and Inspired Neighbourhoods. The plan is to
support new start-up and existing businesses
through access to office space, facilities and
equipment, IT, Internet, photocopiers as well as
on-site business advisors, and mentors.
“Also, enterprise coaches will help new and
existing business in the area,” said Nasim.
The services will be based at Bradford

Want to Get
Involved?
Employment Opportunity
The Bradford East Community Enterprise
Project is now advertising to employ a
full time Enterprise Coach to work in
Bradford East area of the city.
If you have the skills and ability to help
get people into self employment and
support existing businesses within local
area then you might be the person we
are looking for.
Be part of a winning team.
Check our website for further details
www.inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk

Chamber’s Business Park in New Lane,
Laisterdyke (featured in the summer 2009
edition of Inspired Neighbourhoods magazine).
This state of the art £2.4 million facility is
already established and is proving a great
success. Nasim added: “Because support is
now expanding across Bradford East another
business centre is being developed in Idle.”
Robert Campbell, Bradford Council’s
Enterprise Programme Manager, commented:
“The Council, through its Kickstart programme,
looks forward to working in partnership
with Bradford Chamber and Inspired
Neighbourhoods to deliver this exciting project
across Bradford East.”
Bradford Council’s Executive Member for
Regeneration and the Economy, Councillor
Adrian Naylor, said: “It is vital that we have
not only a well-educated workforce but also a
skilled one that is capable of taking advantage
of the increase in quality jobs our regeneration
programme will create in the coming years.
With this in mind, providing residents with the
opportunity to gain relevant work experience
and offering support in developing the skills
employers look for is something we are very
keen to see happening.”
Andrew Robertson, of Bradford Chamber,
commented: “The Chamber is looking forward
to working in partnership with Inspired
Neighbourhoods in Bradford East and in
helping aspiring entrepreneurs to realise their
ambitions. Our business park at New Lane is
a great base for new and young companies to
start and grow in an inspiring and supportive
environment.”
The expansion of business support into
Idle was also welcomed by Councillor David
Ward, the Chair of the Bradford North Area
Committee. He said: “This is a fantastic
opportunity to support local people and
businesses, and builds on the proven track
record of Bradford Kickstart and Inspired
Neighbourhoods in BD3. It will obviously now
support people and businesses in Idle, BD10
and BD2, and draws together the various
partnerships working across Bradford East.
“It will help prevent those partnerships
across the area from working in isolation and

“There is a variety of
funding now being put
to good use by Inspired
Neighbourhoods. It’s great to
see delivery taking place on
the ground where it counts –
and there is more to come.”
Nasim Qureshi, Director.
Inspired Neighbourhoods.

will now provide more joined up working for
everyone’s benefit.” Councillor Ward added.
Rajeev Dewedi is the Business Director on
the Inspired Neighbourhoods Board. He runs his
own accountancy business in Bradford East and
is keen to make sure the project really works.
“Bradford has the fastest growing young
population of any city in the UK. It is vital we
do everything we can to support these people
after school. Obviously education must play its
part, but when youngsters leave school they
must be given every opportunity to get into
work.”
Rajeev’s message didn’t end there, as a
businessman himself and a local employer he
made a strong appeal to other businesses.
“One of the initiatives that must be taken is
to encourage established businesses to play
their part, and support young people with job
placements, work experience, and help our
youngsters with their ideas,” he added.
Rajeev’s vision is that better employment
opportunities will improve the local economy,
get youngsters off the streets and even help
reduce crime. “All this will improve the area, but
it needs everyone to support it,” said Rajeev.
Inspired Neighbourhoods will keep you
updated on developments, so watch
this space.
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Business support

Celebrating Global
Entrepreneurship
Week
As part of Global Entrepreneurship Week, staff from Accent
Community Partnerships organised a family fun and open
day event at Barkerend Road Training Centre in Bradford.
Invitations were given to those within the local community
who wanted more information about setting up their own
business, and some previous clients who had done it and
already benefitted from the scheme.
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Some of the activities at Global
Entrepreneurship week
The event was
sponsored by
Bradford Kickstart
and was intended
to help people
start their own
businesses, and
support existing
and growing
businesses. Face
painting, henna
tattooing and
fitness massages
were available
on the day and refreshments included a chocolate fountain and a
fantastic buffet lunch, which were provided by Asiya Shaikh, of Belly
Deli Takeaway & Catering. Asiya herself was supported by the scheme,
she told Inspired Neighbourhoods, “This was the start to my catering
career, with the help from Kickstart & Accent this was my first major
contract.”
Bobby Chin, self employed and owner of BC Personal Training
also showcased what his business had to offer; “This was the second
such event of Accent’s that I have been invited to and once again I
was delighted to be a part of it. It gave me the chance to promote my
services and I was also able to recommend the support of Kickstart’s
advisers to those individuals thinking of starting their own business.”
So if you’re thinking of taking a leap of faith and branching out
on your own, give the Accent Group a call and they can lead you
in the right direction. Contact Nawaz Khan on 01274 728396.
4
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2for1
Any 2 PIZZAS OR
PASTA FOR THE
PRICE OF 1*

EaRLY BiRd mEnU

monday - friday (until 7.30pm)

2 Courses
£12.50 without wine
£14.50 with wine
sweet & Coffee optional
Full À la carte menu available every night
opEning TimEs

monday - friday : 5.30 - 10.30
saturday : 6.30 - 10.30
sunday : Closed

Fully Air Conditioned

TEL 01274 626254

626 BoLTon Road, BRadfoRd, Bd3 0nd

Please visit our website for full menu
www.italrestaurant.co.uk
WHY noT CHECk Us oUT on faCEBook

Business Networking

Business + Sport =
A Winning Formula!
The Bradford East Business
Networking Launch and Dinner was
held at the Karmand Community
Centre on the 2nd of October, and
was a celebration of the inauguration
of the centre’s Sports Association.
Inspired Neighbourhoods aimed to provide a
platform of opportunity for local businesses
within the Bradford East area, promoting
inter-trading, creating new networks, and
also providing information on current and
forthcoming regeneration and business
initiatives. This event was important to both
businesses and their clients groups, and also
enabled agencies within the community to
understand the needs and aspirations of the
Bradford East community as a whole.
Waseem Rahman from HSBC’s town centre
branch, said that it was the chance to meet with
new and useful people that really drew him
to the event, “The networking launch was an
excellent platform for the business community to
get together and share their ideas and successes.
It was important for me as I got to meet a
diverse group of individuals and made some
very useful business contacts which in my line of
work is key.”
Networking began over dinner, courtesy of
Inspired Neighbourhoods who are committed
to holding regular Bradford East networking
events in the future. Gaps between individuals
and organisations were bridged during the
Jeanette
Sunderland,
Chair of Inspired
Neighbourhoods
Board & Shakeel
Sikander
Mehmood,
Chair of Karmand
Community
Centre Board

A number of prestigious regional business and
sporting personalities supported the event

DATE FOR
YOUR DIARY

02.03.10

The next Bradford East Business Networking Event
Tuesday 2nd March- 6.30pm @ Sunrise Restaurant
New Otley Road, Undercliffe, Bradford, BD3 0LP
To reserve your place please contact Sabilha Akhtar on 01274665598
or email sabilhaakhtar@inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk

event which will hopefully lead to sharing good
practice and strong community cohesion.
Attendees on the day covered a whole
range of business sectors; everything from
finance, catering, fashion and politics. Aldo de
Vittoris, manager and founder of Ital Restaurant
admitted that although he hadn’t been to
anything like this before, he felt it would benefit
his company; “I thought it was extremely
important to attend this event in order to meet
with people from around the area. I was keen
to understand where local funding was going
and found it very rewarding to keep business
relations strong.”

Having been funded within a two million
pound sports association project, the event
also showcased the launch of the Karmand
centre’s involvement with a new cricket pitch
and stadium development, currently underway
behind the centre itself. Dr Peter Davies, Senior
Lecturer in History at Huddersfield University and
leader of ‘the cricketing heritage of Calderdale
and Kirklees’ was one of the key speaker at the
event, he commented; “Bradford and West
Yorkshire as a whole have a very impressive
heritage of cricket; it’s essential that sport is able
to be enjoyed in both rural and urban areas. I’m
very pleased that Yorkshire County Cricket club
are supporters of this project, they represent a
very worthy and admirable involvement. And in
today’s society where we’re so concerned with
health, fitness and obesity worries, it’s fantastic
that such facilities are being made available.”
With over 300 attendees, the turnout for
the event was overwhelmingly strong and with
a second event to be scheduled in the coming
weeks, Inspired Neighbourhoods Magazine will
be following all the action as it happens… so
watch this space.
This event was supported by Bradford
Kickstart and Bradford Council Economic
Development Unit. The best is yet to come.
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Business support for women

More Women Wanted
Inspired Directions appeals for more female entrepreneurs
In the last edition of Inspired
Neighbourhoods we reported
on Inspired Directions the
Inspired Neighbourhoods funded
programme to help women get into
business. This month we caught
up with Sabilha Akhtar, Enterprise
Officer at the Inspired Directions
team and asked how the women’s
only pre-business start up training
which kicked off at the end of
September was going?
“We got off to a great start, and about a
dozen women participated in the first round
of training, we’ll be announcing the next
round shortly and want more women to come
along and benefit from the free expert advice
and training we offer,” said Sabilha. The
programme brought together women with
business ideas and gave them the support to
turn ideas into action. “One of the amazing
things to come out of the programme was
the help and support the women gave each
other – the atmosphere was very friendly and
welcoming,” she added.
The programme was delivered by the city’s
leading business advisors. Inspired Directions
partnered with Amaze Yourself at the
University of Bradford to ensure only the best
was available for the participants. One of the
presenters was bi-lingual, “this was a great
help,” said Sabilha, “and meant we had no
language issues.”
“And the women came up with some
varied and interesting business ideas,” said
Sabilha. Without giving too much away the
ideas ranged from beauty salons, a cleaning
business, production of a new style of greeting
card, and Asian women’s tailoring amongst
other things.
In addition to the pre-business start up
training Inspired Directions has done lots of
other work with women. Nasrina Malik, the
Project Manager said, “Inspired Directions
has supported over 50 women so far,
addressing their business needs, and providing
information about how to make their dreams
of self employment a realistic goal. Each
gained a certificate and confidence to make
6
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A session in action led
by Linda Casserley

important decisions concerning their future.”
The training helped the ladies identify a
developmental need - networking skills, the
first of which was delivered by the leading
regional facilitator Lynda Casserly during
Global Entrepreneurship Week in November.
Nasrina said “The session proved so popular
and attracted interest from successful business

AmazeYourself
Training Sessions:
Karmand Community
Centre 10am-12pm
Wednesday 3rd March 2010
Wednesday 10th March 2010

Bradford East Business
Networking Event:
Sunrise Reataurant, 6.30pm
Tuesday 2nd March 2010

women as well and unemployed women.
We will be holding further sessions in
February 2010.”
These sessions give women an opportunity
to overcome their fears and learn how to
network effectively in the business world.
The skills learnt help them to raise their
profile, source new business opportunities
and strengthen relationships with customers.
Sabilha said, “We use role plays to create
practical scenarios to help women develop
their networking skills.” Tips were also given
about how to use non-verbal communication
when networking with people.
So where does the programme go from
here? Sabilha said, “The next step is to provide
one to one mentoring, tailored to individual
needs for existing participants, and of course
to launch the next round of Amaze Yourself
training as soon as we can.”
The programme is supported by Bradford
Kickstart Enterprise Fund and by the
University of Bradford - Amaze Yourself.
The message from the Inspired Directions
Team is don’t be shy, if you are a woman
with business ideas contact Sabilha
on 01274 665598 to register for the
programme.

Business Profile

PRS Ltd, “Daring to Care, &
Daring to Be Different”
For local business man Randolph
Victor the prospect of managing
his own company was nothing
short of a daunting task; PRS
Limited was founded in February
1990 and after almost 20 years of
service has managed to cement
itself as one of Bradford’s small
but, caring companies.
Randolph’s printing career began in
the late seventies aged 17 when he was
employed by screen printers Repro Ltd in
Great Horton, after only 18 months he was
appointed joint manager of the company, a
position he held for over 12 years. In early
1989 Randolph was offered a partnership
in what is now known as PRS Ltd (Principle
Reprographic Services Ltd), an opportunity
he welcomed and used to its full potential; “I
learnt so much in that first year, specifically
about business, a whole new world, we
started with 3 staff and a lot of self belief and
faith in 4000sq ft warehouse, I then decided
to buy one silent partner out to gain control
of the business, by December that very same
year the second silent partner wanted to
sell his shares. Meaning before the first year
trading was over I had full control, but still
did business with my ex partners, it was very
scary I might add and a lot of responsibility.”
Randolph’s decision came as a result of
his glowing reputation and ever-expanding
clientele; “Originally I was going to go back
into joinery, which I’d done before, but after
a few people spread the word about me
leaving the print trade I was surrounded by
tempting offers. Initially we ran just the one
branch on Thornton Road, but as a business
minded individual I always loved the idea
of property development, so I went into
that too.”
PRS Ltd is now an established printing
and signage company which creates cutting
edge design and technique combined
with large format digital print, and vehicle
wrapping, and delivers its customers the
best possible quality product. Randolph
explains; “We have a team of 20, including
four in-house designers and will print on
absolutely anything, whether it be corporate

Randolph Victor, Director of PRS Ltd

“To be successful, you have to be
willing to get your hands dirty”
Randolph Victor .

to commercial. We work for normal businesses
and blue chip. Throughout our entire history we
have never employed any kind of sales team;
instead we rely entirely on word of mouth.”
So what’s the secret to success? “As a
normal guy, I’d say been consistent, hard
working, having self belief, faith, its also
about caring about others and doing your
bit” Randolph admitted, “I am always willing
to go that extra mile.” That extra mile of
dedication and being strong willed has
meant that PRS Ltd count major companies
such as Iron Bru, HSBC and JCT 600 as their
clients. “To be successful and to work with
such large businesses, you have to be willing
to get your hands dirty. In the beginning of
my career I worked from 8am till the early
hours – over 100 hours a week consistently,”
Randolph added.
As both a business man and an individual,
Randolph Victor is not only inspirational,
but is a solid reminder that hard work really

does pay off. As well as being managing
director of PRS, he is also active within the
community, as a conference speaker and
mentor to children and aspiring business
men and women. He insists, “Not everything
is about making money and possessions,
it’s very important to give back to the
community, and others. A lot of business men
would do well to remember we came on this
earth with nothing, and we will leave with
nothing, it would be nice to help others while
your alive, and see the joy you can create for
others and within by caring- by giving a little
we achieve a lot. The PRS team for example
is like my family, I try to treat everyone with
a caring and fair attitude. I want to continue
on in inspiring and helping others wherever I
can, not only is this important, it’s right.”
For more information on PRS Ltd and
their services, please call 01274 653 283
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Security

Gone in
60 Seconds

Burglary, are you vulnerable?

‘Gone in 60 seconds’, no not the film, just
how quickly burglars can enter your house
and steal portable items if you have inferior
UPVC door locks. And even if you don’t own
the latest plasma screen TV, chances are you
have mobiles, laptops, credit cards and car
keys, all of value to a thief.
Andrew Broadbent, the Director of No.
1 Security specialises in upgrading UPVC
door locks and handles, fitting the security
industry’s best products at real cost effective
prices.
Bradford born Andrew, 38 years, and a
former apprentice trained engineer explained
the current problem. “A design weakness
in the standard UPVC door lock, fitted to
thousands and thousands of doors is being
exploited by burglars right across Bradford,
the lock can easily be ‘snapped’ rendering it
useless. Even with multi point locking doors,
if the lock is broken the door is effectively
wide open. A chain is only as strong as its
weakest link.”
“Alarms are fine, and activate when
intruders enter your house. I aim to keep
the burglars out in the first place, so you
haven’t any worries.” Andrew explained that
whilst insurance may replace valuable items,
the inconvenience of running round and
cancelling credit cards is a problem, and of
course you can’t replace lost data through
theft of a laptop.
Houses are also being targeted for car
keys. As vehicle security has improved thieves
need the keys and many homes are being
burgled just to steal car keys and drive away
in the family car.
Andrew is keen to provide a top quality
service at affordable prices. He explained how
he got into the security business some 18
months ago. “My friend was burgled and had
his locks replaced. When I went to see him
I couldn’t believe the shoddy workmanship
and the high price he’d been charged, as
an ex-engineer I knew I could do better job
and at a better price.” Andrew uses the
latest specification police approved secured
by design locks and handles and provides a
quick efficient service. “I can usually get to a
customer in half an hour, if not then as soon
as possible. I have all my stock with me so the

job gets done there and then, and there is no
call out charge.”
And understandably Andrew is quickly
building up a great reputation for his good
quality workmanship, his effective service,
right when it’s needed and using the best

locks and handles. He also fits additional
security features such as sash jammers.
So if you want the best fitted by an expert,
at good competitive prices don’t wait untill
you have been burgled, get a free quote
now from Andrew, tel: 07953 213755.

Left: The upgraded Europrofile lock
Below: Andrew at work

Free crime prevention advice can be obtained from West Yorkshire Police.
Contact your local Neighbourhood Policing Team for more advice on
Tel: 0845 6060606 or through the police website at www.westyorkshire.police.uk.
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Community support

Get More Than Just A
Roof Over Your Head
Get In Touch With The Accent Group
The Accent Group pride themselves on
the Bradford community; they invest in its
regeneration and housing needs. Primarily,
they work in supplying small and developing
businesses with housing and office space for
a subsidised rate. Community groups can also
benefit from The Accent Group’s work, as
they offer brand new facilities including a fully
equipped IT suite.
Operations Manager Nawaz Khan explains
more, “Our work brings members of society
together; because we work in conjunction
with Bradford council, we can offer those
in need space to rent out, professional
business support, college classes and excellent
facilities, all of which are amalgamated as
one to strengthen the community and create
opportunities.”
There are several branches of The Accent
Community Partnership, the regeneration stem
of the group: Accent Foundation, Accent Nene
and Accent Peerless have been established
as social landlord agencies and manage over
19,000 homes across the UK. The agency target
mainly disadvantaged members of community,
those between the ages of 16 and 25 and who
are of ethnic minority groups, helping them to
compete in their local employment and housing
markets, which can be very difficult given their

10
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Local people learning new skills with the Accent Group.
lack of financial stability.
As well as housing projects The Accent
Group have established the Skills for Jobs
Project which is delivered with the BEAP
Community Partnership. This particular project
focuses on young adults, aged 19 or above and
is aimed at allowing those who are unemployed
or without any real job prospects, the chance to
gain essential training skills through one to one
mentoring and support. The project is funded
by the Learning and Skills Council via European
Social Funding and is managed by Craven
College. Five youngsters are currently involved
with the scheme and have received crucial
advice and personal development plans to help
them with their job search; these include CV
writing and advanced interview techniques.
The youngsters also have the chance to be
allocated a suitable work experience placement,
giving them an opportunity to really shine
and potentially secure employment when the
placement is complete.
The Accent Group also works with
Bradford Kickstart to give new businesses the
opportunity to blossom with the help of highly
qualified counsellors. This project gives novices
the confidence they need to start something
new by providing funding and generating
innovate ideas.

The 30 hour projects now available through
The Accent Group offer both educational
and recreational skills; amongst them there
is a joinery and fitting course, a painting
and decorating classes, an introduction to
computing class and a woodwork class all
of which guarantee lots of fun and essential
learning. The project E2E Lite is now also
available; which is a 12 week programme that
works with disadvantaged and disaffected 1618 year olds, to help them progress into college
or full-time employment.
The Accent Business Centre currently has
an excellent range of new industrial units
available and a number of office suites to let
within a new detached office building. The
business centre is very well located in the
eastern fringe of the Bradford city centre,
immediately off the city’s inner ring road.
The centre comprises of 14 new industrial
units, which are aimed at starter businesses
and additionally, at the entrance to the centre
there is a detached office building with office
accommodation planned over 3 floors.
For further information contact Robert
Farhall on 01274 767 862 or email
robert.farhall@accentgroup.org

Inspiring Communities Partnership

Inspiring Communities
Partnership – The Next Step
As reported in the last edition of Inspired
Neighbourhoods, the Inspiring Communities
Partnership was awarded £450k, from a national
pot of £10 million, to help young people from poorer
communities unlock their talents and potential.
And with only 15 successful bids for the government
grant nationwide, Bradford was one of just 4 in the
Yorkshire and Humberside region to taste success.
After securing their share of a ten million
pound government grant the Inspired
Communities Partnership were asked to
submit detailed proposals on how to spend
the money and the great news is that these
plans were recently approved.
Shabir Hussain, owner of Akbar’s
Restaurant on Leeds Road and Chair of the
Inspired Communities Partnership board said,
“I am over the moon with the great news that
our detailed plans have been approved. This
means a great deal after all the hard work
everyone involved put in to win this bid.”
Shabir said he was especially pleased to give
up his free time to work on the board. “I’m so
pleased its all working out well, I am helping
my community and that is very important to
me,” he added.
Shabir said the money will be used wisely
and the plans “have the potential to transform
the lives of so many people in the area. It will
also improve educational opportunities, but
now the hard work begins.”
To coincide with the submission of the
detailed plan Inspired Neighbourhoods
invited bidders, businesses and partner
agencies involved in the scheme to meet at
a networking event held in at the Karmand
Community Centre in early December last
year.
This brought together businesses,
councillors and project leaders from around

Shabir Hussain - “Over the moon”

our area, to celebrate the
success of the funding and
reinforce its real purpose.
Each organisation aims to
use the money proactively
to help young people
within our community in
building their self esteem
and future prospects. Paul
Johnson who attended
the event, commented
on the work Integrated
Youth Support are doing,
“This programme brings
resources to an area that
“As chair of Inspired Neighbourhoods I
desperately needs them,
am delighted to have secured this funding
there’s a funding gap for
support which will give young people the
working with 8 to 14
year olds in this way. The
opportunity to develop new skills, get to
programme gives young
learn pathways to new careers and get
people between the age
involved in the programme”
of 8-14 opportunity,
encouragement and
Jeanette Sunderland
support to develop skills
and knowledge that can
Zone, a programme for children aged 11
make a difference to their own life and that
and above in the subjects of Maths, Science
of others.”
and English. The second project ‘Young
Assim Hussain from the organisation Blue
and Kicking’ aims to close the gap between
Fish explained how the funding can help
youths and people of authority; to achieve
several of their projects go from strength
this we run a gaming zone where professional
to strength, “We’re currently running two
figures such as police officers, army staff and
projects for the bid: the first is the Learning
social workers, play alongside the children to
reduce any kind of stigma they may associate
with authoritarian figures; this means that
the children are less threatened by the
professionals.”
“The money provided to the partnership board needs to have a
Although various youth projects have
positive impact on our children and young people raising their
always been made available in Bradford, the
aspirations and setting their personal sights high.”
success of this bid will unite those involved
and create a far more accessible and beneficial
Mark Nicholas, the Bradford North Area Localities Manager
service to those who choose to use it. Jan

12
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Inspiring Communities Partnership
De Villiers from E:merge, another of the
project’s partners also attended the event, he
commented on how they plan to work with
parents as well as children and use topical
issues of transport and the environment as
a medium for working with people, “We
hope to bring these issues to life, what it
means for people, and at the same time raise
aspirations.”
Mark Nicholas, the Bradford North Area
Localities Manager reinforced the importance
of the networking event saying, “In the
past people have been guilty of working
in silos, what’s important now is that we
provide a more joined up service provision for
young people. The money provided to the
partnership board needs to have a positive
impact on our children and young people
raising their aspirations and setting their
personal sights high. I’ve come here today
to check out what’s going on and get an
overview. In five years time there needs to be
clear evidence that young people have left
school and achieved their full potential.”
Work on the programme has now begun
and the impressive turnout at Decembers
networking event proved that youth work
and support is at the forefront of people’s
minds and shows just how the work of
businesses in our region can really make a
difference for both young people and public
services. Police Inspector Tim Done, of the
Bradford Moor, Bowling and Barkerend
Neighbourhood Policing Team, is on the
partnership board and attended the event, he
commented, “It is useful for me being on the
board and able to contribute to what is being
done to encourage young people in the area.
The recent networking event illustrated how
well the project has moved on and how much
work is being done. From a neighbourhood
policing perspective there are some real
opportunities for my PCs and PCSOs to get
involved and I look forward to seeing the
benefits in their neighbourhoods.”
The detailed plans outline proposals to
undertake over a dozen projects which will
further the aims of the Inspired Communities
Partnership – see side panel. Underpinning
the work is a project to replicate and
customise the successful council districtwide B Someone campaign – see (page 14).
B Someone aims to encourage learning,
aspirations and achievement, and recognises
that educational attainment and skills
development are top priorities for the area.
A localised B Someone campaign is being
developed.
The future looks bright for our
youngsters; the pressure is now on for all
those involved in the bid to really deliver as
they have promised to do so.

Inspiring Communities Partnership Aims
• P
 rojects for young people that develop skills, empower, enable and
bring them tailored resources.
• Help young people to work in partnership with professionals.
• Developing projects and tackling issues prioritised by young people.
• Making linkages with district and national programmes.
• Plan activities beyond the lifetime of the funding (March 2011).

The type of projects under consideration
Parents High - Working with parents so
that they can support their children to take
up opportunities and to make positive,
informed choices.

Me PLC - Career, education and training
advice to adults/parents and young people.
Also looks at CV building and personal
financial planning.

Inspiring Leaders - Broadening young
people’s horizons through advice, developing
networks, raising community pride and
encouraging local talent.

Learning Zone – Provision of after school
and holiday study support, for children
and parents.

Seeing Double - Twinning key schools in
Bradford with one in Sheffield, Kent and
France to encourage learning (cultural,
education and social).
Working with Builders and Architects –
Schools working with country-wide industry
leaders in regeneration and building to
inspire young people.
Transport and Environment – working
with city transport and recycling agencies to
improve a range of skills as well as current
issues regarding transport and environment.
Green Neighbourhood – a project to
examine green issues in the food supply
chain.
Building Blocks – young people will
work with the districts professionals looking
at neighbourhood issues such as drugs
and crime.

Watch Learn and Do - mentoring and
coaching sessions in education, sports, life
skills, cookery, and community development
work. Delivered by peers, positive role
models and professionals.
Young and Kicking - Diversionary/ thematic
play activities such as football, electronic
games, pool and learning trips.
Keep in Touch and Play Together activities for fathers and children such as
sports and leisure activities at local schools
and centres.
Intergenerational Project - developing
an electronic and paper based story and
photographic history archive of Bowling and
Barkerend ward. Young and old people to
work together.
Community Twinning - Twinning with
a neighbourhood within UK which have
similar characteristics as BD3 which is
turning itself around.

For more details about the
Inspiring Communities Partnership
and other Inspired Neighbourhoods
activities, register with the Inspired
Neighbourhoods website at
www.inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk.
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Supporting young people

Stars bring magic
and sparkle to inspire
young people
The ‘b someone’
campaign supports
learning in Bradford and
the District.
The b someone campaign, launched in mid
October, celebrates and encourages learning
aspiration and achievement in recognition
that educational attainment and skills
development are top priorities for the district.
The launch was backed by film star Matthew
Lewis, (who plays Neville Longbottom in
Harry Potter) and Zesh Rehman, the 26 year
old Bradford City defender.
Sarah Bebbington, the b someone
Principal Development Officer told Inspired
Neighbourhoods that the first strand of the
campaign, b someone for your child’s future,
focused on parents, carers and the wider
adult role in encouraging early learning
through positive interaction with young
children. “The campaign has received very
positive national and local feedback,” said
Sarah. “In a street survey for the first strand,
two-thirds of all respondents agreed that b
someone will succeed in getting many more
people to spend time with their children and
teach them things,” she added.
The first strand of the campaign illustrates
how we can all support and encourage
children’s learning through our everyday
activities. It highlights simple things, such
as support with reading, counting, cooking,
and playing outside can help with children’s
education and development.
The second strand of the campaign,
b someone for your future, focuses on young
people themselves and the benefits of taking
responsibility for their own educational
attainment and skills development, supported
by parents, teachers, training providers, and
local employers. The post media evaluation
showed that two thirds of young people
agreed that b someone will raise awareness
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Above: Zesh Rehman supporting the
b someone campaign.
Right: Matthew Lewis, Cllr Michael Kelly and
pupils from Buttershaw School taking part in a
Rocket launch at the launch of the 2nd strand.

Supporting young people
about choices young people have and
increased their aspirations.
The key messages aimed at young people are:
•
Your life, your choice
•
Build your skills, your life, your
development
•
Discover your talents, your life, your
invention
•
Learn to earn, your life, your epic
•
Play to win, your life, your
soundtrack
Sarah added, “The whole campaign
continues to gain strength and momentum
in primary and secondary schools as well
as children centres and continues to link
into events and iniatives across the district
aimed at supporting both young people and
parents.”
B someone is also linking in with City
Park, City of Film, Young Citizen Awards,
and Step Up Enterprise. Check out the b
someone website - www.bsomeone.co.uk,
for more information, inspiring stories and
useful information about what you can do
to support a young person and what the
campaign offers you.

Children who attended the launch
of the 1st strand at city hall
If you want to link into the b someone
campaign and promote good practice,
local events, training courses, and
iniatives that promote and encourage
learning aspiration and achievement visit
www.bsomeone.co.uk or for more contact
sarah.bebbington@bradford .gov.uk.
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Library services

Free Books – Want to read
the latest blockbuster?
Bookstart helps you encourage your children to read now at Bradford Libraries.
Did you know that everyone is
entitled to a Bradford Library
ticket from birth? And children
can borrow up to 25 books at
a time, and don’t get fined for
overdue returns. “Once your child
is hooked on books a library will
keep them constantly reading – at
no cost!” That is the message
from Helen Green, the Early Years
Development Officer for Bradford
Libraries.
Helen told Inspired
Neighbourhoods, “Here in
Bradford we want every child to
develop a lifelong love of books.
Working through locally based
organisations, Bookstart gives the
gift of free books to children at
7-9 months, 2 years and threefour years, along with guidance
materials for parents and carers.”
And to help, Bookstart packs
are available for parents offering
lots of advice on how to get
reading and the best way to
introduce young children to books. Packs are
also available for people with visual or hearing
impairments.
Bradford libraries are committed to
supporting parents and children and
encouraging them to enjoy and share books
together. The Bookstart programme is managed
by Susan Brewster-Craig through Bradford
Libraries, in partnership with Early Years,
Childcare & Play and Bradford & Airedale PCT.
It’s a national programme that encourages
parents and carers to enjoy books with children
from as early an age as possible.
“Parents and carers are their child’s first
and most important teachers. Sharing books
together and talking to your child are crucial

ways of developing your child’s language skills
and helping to develop their imaginations,”
said Helen, “Be guided by your child, give them
lots of praise and encouragement and most of
all have fun together.”
Another way to enjoy books is through the
Storytime or Rhymetime sessions which are run
at most of the district’s libraries every week details are on their web site – see below.
Joining the library couldn’t be easier. There
are 31 libraries and 3 mobile libraries across the
district and it is free to join. You don't need ID
to become a member and anyone, including
under 16s, can take out 2 books at first, if you
then return with ID you can take out 25 items
including DVDS and PC games. Under 16s do
need parental consent to take out 25 items and

Make your child a member of a library.
• Children can have their own ticket from birth.
• Children are not fined for overdue books and they can
choose 25 books to take home.
16
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to use the Internet - which is free. Also if you
are under 16 you do not need to pay fines on
overdue books unless they are very late back!
You can use your library ticket at any library
within the district and it will also be a proof of
ID at libraries in other parts of the country too.
Bradford Libraries also have an interactive
website which you can access 24/7 at
www.bradford.gov.uk/libraries and a 24/7
automated phone line on 01274 430094. Both
will provide information about libraries opening
and closing times, items you have borrowed
and requested, and will even allow you to
renew your books.
So stop watching the television and start
reading with your kids, there are tons of great
books to read, so what are you waiting for?
For more information contact your
Bookstart Co-ordinator Susan BrewsterCraig on 01274 433684. Bookstart also
aims to foster a love of books through a
range of fun activities. Call in to your local
library to find out about storytimes and
rhymetimes.

Young people’s view

When I’m 25...

Students at Laisterdyke reflect on education, life, aspirations and their future
Pupils in their final year at Laisterdyke Business
and Enterprise College were recently asked to
do projects about their future. The challenge
called ‘When I’m 25’ asked them to reveal
their thoughts on school life and aspirations.
Their work was shared with the new intake of
year 7 students. The students could use any
media to reflect on life. Facing a life changing
watershed, the students set about the project
with flair and imagination. The results give us
a fascinating insight into the aspirations of our
young people. The college are especially proud
to be able to share some of the best examples
with us at Inspired Neighbourhoods.
One group of students made a short
animated film; others uploaded their own
photographs onto the web. This article is
illustrated with some of the students own
phone camera shots.

Students were asked to
illustrate their projects
and of course the
teenagers lifeline: the
mobile phone was put to
good use. Camera phone
images shown here.
Whilst boys will be boys,
the girls take time to
reflect on
their future.

On Education
“When I first started school, I didn’t know what was
expected of me and what type of grades were expected, but
as the years have gone by in this school I have succeeded
and I have got the qualifications I have been targeted and I
have realised the rights and wrongs of getting where I am
today and I am really proud of myself.” Alia

On Bradford 3

“In year 7, 8, 9, I was totally messing about and I was out of
control so when we got to year 10, 11, I was settling down
and putting my head down try not to get in trouble so now
I’m working hard and getting good grades for my Maths
and English and I need to keep this so I can get better grade
and qualifications.” Anon

“Living in Bradford 3 is perfect because everything is
convenient for me. My school is right around the
corner from my house. All my friends live close by.
The shopping town is a bus ride away. I love where I live.
The area I live in is very safe and friendly area. All my
neighbours are very pleasant and welcoming.” Naveeda

In a years time I will be studying at post-16 in Laisterdyke
taking A levels in History, Religious Studies and English
Language. In post-16 I hope to meet new people and make
new friends. After this I also hope to go to university to
study at degree level.” Mohammed

“Living in BD3 is good because many of the people
who reside there are kind-hearted and try to look after
everyone else as well as themselves. Also, there are
lots of things available for young people to do in their
spare time. These include joining football and other
sports clubs but also educational pursuits have such as
libraries.” Mohammed

“I have many aspirations. I wish to achieve many things
in a specific amount of time. In a years time I wish to be
studying Biology, Chemistry and Law at Laisterdyke post16, and hopefully working at the same time. At this moment
in time education is everything.” Naveeda.

“Bradford 3 is a stunning place. You are never bored and
there are many activities you can do, like youth clubs,
summer camps and also trips with ‘BD3 4ALL’.“ Toseef
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Family learning

Now the Whole
Family can Learn
Together
Family Learning, a service provided by Education Bradford, offers
a wide variety of courses for parents, grandparents, and carers to
enhance their own understanding and confidence in learning as
well as their children’s. The courses help families, parents, carers
and children, with a range of learning issues including numeracy, literacy and language and these can be accessed locally in
schools and community settings across the Bradford district.
Pauline Thorpe, Education Bradford’s Business &
Community Engagement Adviser, told Inspired
Neighbourhoods that, “Parents really enjoy
their experiences of Family Learning, and get
the opportunity to learn literacy and numeracy
themselves as well as the chance to learn with
their children.”
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Pauline continued, “Studies have found
that learning within the family is usually
more lasting and influential than any other
learning. Family life provides a foundation
and context for all learning.” Everyone
benefits, parents recognise how everyday
situations with their children can make

Education Bradford’s
Family Learning
goes from strength
to strength

learning more relevant and most importantly
- enjoyable. Children’s worries can be
discussed, and parents have time to build
better relationships with the school and staff.
It also helps parents find out more about
their children’s education and gives them
the confidence to ask questions about their
child’s progress in school.
So everyone is a winner. Pauline added,
“The results so far have been wonderful,
parents have improved their skills, boosting
their own employment opportunities or
chances to get further education, and
children have seen accelerated development
in key skills, as well as a better attitude
to learning. What’s more,” said Pauline,
“Parents and children talk to each other
more and parents feel better about

Crime prevention
their involvement with their children’s
education.”
Well that’s what Pauline says, but what
do those that have been involved say?
Here are some of the fantastic feedback
comments from participants.

“The numberline was
really helpful – the
maths my child does is
much clearer.”
“This course was really
helpful for me to
understand the teaching
methods used in the
classroom.”
“Really helpful – I have
learnt how to help my
child.”
“I know I will be able to
help my son with most
things now.”
“Enjoyed the course and
taken on board some
positive parenting skills.”
“I have gained an insight
into what will be expected
of them when they take
exams.”
“After doing this course
I am in a much better
position to help my child.”
So if your new year’s resolution was to
do something together as a family then
what could be better than Family Learning,
everyone benefits!
For more information on Family
Learning please contact the team on
01274 385835 or email
familylearning@educationbradford.com

Think Life
Not Knife
West Yorkshire
Police share
hard hitting
message with
schoolchildren.
Bradford born police constable Rory
Romani is a member of West Yorkshire
Police Firearms Support Unit. His usual
duties require him to face hardened armed
criminals on the county’s streets, using
firearms to arrest them and bring them to
justice.
Now part of his time is spent visiting the
schools of West Yorkshire talking to young
people about the serious effects of gun and
knife crime. “I have seen the consequences
myself and as an authorised firearms officer
I know my messages carry the sincerity and
credibility the young people need when
someone comes along to talk about gun and
knife crime.”
The presentation he delivers deals with
the consequences for young people. “This is
about prevention through education,” says
PC Romani. His talks feature footage from
actual live West Yorkshire police videos and
a heart rending interview with the parents of
Rhys Jones who was shot dead in Liverpool
in 2007. PC Romani also brings along
weapons and tells people how the police
will respond to an incident. “We want to
discourage people from carrying weapons,
but we also want to give law abiding people
the confidence to report matters to us,
knowing how professionally we’ll respond.”
The ‘Think Life Not Knife’ title was
thought up by 14-year old Rebecca Donachie
from Mount St Mary’s Catholic High School
in Leeds. She came up with the motto in
December 2008 as part of her winning
poster design, entered into a competition to
front the campaign.
The presentations have been delivered
to schools in Bradford including Laisterdyke

Business and Enterprise College, Carlton
Bolling and Hanson Schools. “Bradford is no
worse than other areas in West Yorkshire,”
says PC Romani, “West Yorkshire as a whole
is not as bad as some other parts of the
country, but we have an important message
to get across and its being well received.”
Inspector Tim Done of the
Bradford Moor, Bowling and Barkerend
Neighbourhood Policing Team has also given
funding to support competitions in the local
schools. He said, “Rory’s presentation really
brings focus on the issues for young people.
He’s been there and seen the consequences
at first hand. His honesty and openness
with his audience is what appeals to young
people and he always get a great response.”
PC Romani’s work will continue across
the city, getting his message across that
there is a choice to make.
Anyone with any information on gun
or knife crime can contact the police
on 0845 6060606 or in an emergency
dial 999. Information can be passed
anonymously to CrimeStoppers on
0800 555 111.
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Down Memory Lane

International Man of
History Settles in Bradford
Rossan Ali Jiwa has lived the majority of his life as an international jetsetter, travelling all corners of the earth only to settle in Bradford during
the early 1960’s. His journey is one of mammoth proportion and vast
experience and one that makes our beloved BD3 area seem somewhat
minute. Where destinations are concerned, Rossan has been there, done
that and most probably worn the T-shirt along the way.
Born in 1936 in Mombasa, Kenya, Rossan’s
path of global discovery really took off at the
tender age of 14 when his father sent him
to continue his adult education in Surrey,
England. Soon after Rossan’s learning was cut
short when he was called to serve in the British
armed forces, a role he fulfilled for almost two
years; “I finished my O and A levels with the
help of the army and gained a place at Leiden
University in Holland, where I studied Science
and Chemistry for a year”, Rossan remembers.
But he didn’t stay settled for long, “From there
I went to Utrecht University to complete my
BSC and MSC qualifications.”
Rossan secured his first job through the
university-owned Dutch company Dauyas,

where he worked as an analyst, although his
employment was short lived; “I was then sent
to the food manufacturing company Chroon,
who required me to travel to Argentina and
New Mexico amongst other places.”
Rossan admits that travelling came
naturally to him and the opportunity to
explore North America in 1959 was one that
he simply couldn’t resist, “They were running
what they used to call ‘Greyhound Buses’ from
New Mexico, which, for $99 dollars allowed
you to travel across the whole of North
America over 30 days,” explained Rossan.
New York City provided the grand finale of
Rossan’s American adventure, “The Elizabeth
I ship was docking at the time and so I saw it

People Profile

Mr Rossan
Ali Jiwa
Hero - Vanhuis, my oldest
friend who I worked and
travelled with for the
majority of my life, sadly he
died recently.
Favourite Film – I enjoy
the really old classics,
‘Cleopatra’ with Elizabeth
Taylor and Richard Burton is
one of my all time favourite.

as an opportunity to explore England, where
some of my friends had settled, so I hopped
on board.”
Rossan arrived in Southampton at the
turn of the decade; “I lost my way slightly,
my sister and her husband who lived in
London at the time were supposed to
come and collect me, but there was a small
misunderstanding and I ended up stranded,”
he happily recalls. After his eventful arrival,
Rossan soon settled in London where he
met his beloved 2nd wife and raised his two
daughters; “I owned my own shop in the
city where I ran a very successful diamond
business. But during the Brixton riots, it
was completely destroyed, my family were
assaulted and I myself was knifed, so we had
to relocate.”
The then turbulent capital brought
Rossan and his family to Bradford, where
several of his friends had decided to settle.
“I wanted my children to have the best
education possible and to have a solid family
unit around them and Bradford was the
place.” After almost fifty years in Yorkshire,
and having visited some of the worlds
most beautiful and dangerous destinations,
Rossan now calls Bradford home, “I have
respect here, I’ve raised my children here and
the memory of my wife is here.” Rossan’s
wife passed away in 1990, after which his
own health took a turn for the worse. In
recent years he has suffered a number of
heart attacks and is now almost completely
disabled; he relies on the full time help of his
daughter on a daily basis.
Of all the places he has visited, including
India, Pakistan, Iraq and Iran, Rossan admits
that Holland is his most favourite; “The people
there are so friendly and I speak the language
fluently, so I do call that my second home.”
For now however, Rossan remains settled in
Bradford, he enjoys meeting with other men
from the community at the Karmand centre
and hearing their stories, none of which can
perhaps compare to his own.

Have you got a story or any pictures?
Inspired Neighbourhoods is keen to create an archive of old or historic pictures and photo’s of Bowling, Barkerend and Bradford Moor.
So if you have any photograghs or you have a ‘Down Memory Lane’ story, get in touch by phone at Tel: 01274 665598
or email info@inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk
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Ward Investment Fund

Airport Windfall Benefits
Projects funded from
Bradford East airport sale take off
In 1931 when our council forefathers met
in the smoke filled wood panelled council
chambers at City Hall and agreed to jointly
buy the then Yeadon Aerodrome with their
counterparts in Leeds, little did they know that
by 2007, Bradford’s 40% share in the now
Leeds Bradford International Airport would be
worth a staggering £51.5 million when the
airport was put up for sale.
The decision to sell the airport, (jointly
owned by Leeds Council, who also had a 40%
share, with the remaining 20% jointly owned
by Wakefield, Calderdale and Kirklees councils,)
and how to use the one off windfall remains
a controversial issue. So how has the Council
spent the money and what benefit have people
in Bradford East received? In the last issue of
Inspired Neighbourhoods we mentioned money
used to improve Laisterdyke Library, but what
else has been done?
In 2007 Bradford Council agreed to allocate
£3 million of the £51.5 million windfall into
a Ward Investment Fund. This fund would
allocate £100k to each of the 30 wards across
the district, and the three councillors in each
ward would be required to work together to
submit joint proposals for projects to spend the
money on. The projects must, ‘improve facilities
or services in their community and promote
harmony and inclusion and foster strong and
united communities.’ The money should be

allocated by March 2009. By late last year just
under £2.5 million had been allocated across
the district.
So how did we fare. Inspired
Neighbourhoods spoke to our local Councillors
to see how they had spent the money.
Councillor David Ward, Chair of Bradford North
Area Committee said, “The money had to be
spent on capital projects with a minimum value
of £10k. This was to avoid the administrative
nightmare of thousands of small capital bids.
The criteria were kept to a minimum but
the main ones were that projects must be
sustainable, involve wherever possible some
match funding and ideally should not be for
Council mainstream services i.e. they must
provide additionality.”
The money has been spent on a wide
range of projects right across Bradford East.
Too many to mention individually, they include
refurbishments to community, youth and
sports centres, new kitchens, new rooms and
refurbishments to libraries. Also money has
gone into equipment for community projects,
a new minibus for football coaching, CCTV, IT
and PA equipment. Eco pods at both Carlton
Bolling and Laisterdyke Business and Enterprise
Colleges. Help with improving street lighting
has also been provided.
A full and comprehensive list of the Ward
Investment Fund spending, and the types of

projects that have been supported can be
accessed online through the council website at
www.bradford.gov.uk/bmdc/life_in_the_
community/neighbourhood_forums/
The money has benefitted almost everyone
in some way or another, and allowed many
community group’s ideas to – well take off!

How the Council
spent the money
 15 million on education
£
and skills
£25 million on regeneration
and infrastructure support
£5 million on healthier
communities
 3 million on the Ward
£
Investment Fund
 2.3 million held in a Change
£
Programme Fund
£1.5 million in reserves

Airport Fact File
Bradford and Leeds Councils jointly funded the Yeadon Aerodrome in 1931
Initially called the Leeds Bradford Municipal Aerodrome
First Commercial Flights in 1935 to London and Newcastle
Now flies nearly 3 million passengers a year
Airport manages nearly 40,000 landings and take offs per year
Now flies to over 79 destinations worldwide, and has plans to fly to 120 destinations
Shortly after the sale the new owners announced

28 million spend on improvements

In November airport announced it was the only UK airport set to expand in 2010
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Opportunity

Have You Got What it Takes
to Join a Winning Team?
Inspired Neighbourhoods is looking for a full time Employment Link
Officer for Bradford East.
Have you got the skills to get unemployed
people into work? Have you got the ability to
match local people with the right employers?
Do you want to help our community? If you
think you can inspire people to improve job
opportunities in Bradford East then Inspired
Neighbourhoods is looking for you.
The Bradford East Community Enterprise
Project (featured on page 3 of this magazine)
is seeking to employ a full time Employment
Link Officer working from the centre being
developed in the Idle area of the city.
With between 28% and 38% of 16
– 74 year olds out of work in parts of our
district, creating more job opportunities, and
getting people into work is one of Inspired
Neighbourhoods top priorities. The post
of Employment Link Officer, jointly funded
from a government grant called Inspired
Communities, (see centre pages) and further
funding from Bradford North Area Committee,
will provide intensive employment support to
young people, and hard to reach community
groups.

The post holder will provide professional
help with job searches, CV writing, job
applications and interview skills, making sure
job applicants are ready for that all important
job interview. The post holder will also work
with prospective employers to link the right
people with the right jobs, so everyone
wins; local people, local employers and the
community.
Councillor David Ward and Chair of the
Bradford North Area Committee said, “This
post is important to ensure the good work
being provided at Laisterdyke, through the
Chamber Business Park is replicated in Idle and
the surrounding area. It’s about getting locals
people into local jobs, and providing a local
solution to a local problem.”
“Everyone will benefit from the success
of this work. It will link local talent with
businesses, people who are committed to
the local area. With more people in jobs local
businesses will benefit,” he added.
The benefit to local businesses was
echoed by Rajeev Dewedi a local Accountant

and a Business Director on the Inspired
Neighbourhoods Board. “This post will provide
great opportunities for local small to medium
size businesses. The job entails working with a
large pool of potential employees and linking
them with companies who need more people.
For businesses it’s effectively a free recruitment
service, a facility that normally costs a lot of
money.”
Both David and Rajeev were quick to
illustrate how successful such schemes have
been in the past. Regen 2000, the Inspired
Neighbourhoods predecessor organisation
had such a post in place. Independent
evaluation showed it to be a runaway success,
which is why Inspired Neighbourhoods have
reintroduced the post.
So if you think you can make a difference
to the local community, if your skills lie in
inspiring people and improving people’s job
opportunities, if you have the skills to work
with employers, then this might just be the
challenging and rewarding job for you.

Employment Link Officer
Inspired Neighbourhoods is looking to recruit an Employment Link
Officer to work with local communities and employers in Bradford
East. You will be expected to build relationships with clients,
organisations and partners alike. You must ensure a targeted amount
of referrals are received each month.
You will work with clients through various activities including one
to one advice sessions, supported job search, help with application
forms and CVs to support them back into employment. You will be
target driven and customer focused a flexible attitude is required as
the position is predominantly outreached based. You will be highly
organised, ICT literate and an excellent communicator.
Minimum of two years experience in an employment/training/
recruitment function. Minimum qualification of two A levels or
NVQ equivalent. Experience of working with people seeking
employment. Experience of working with external agencies and
local employers sourcing job vacancies.
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Applications/further details and the process of submitting an
application form can be found on the Inspired Neighbourhoods
website: www.inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk or obtained from
Mevish Khaliq on 01274 665598
The closing date is the 19th February 2010. Interviews will be
held on the 26th of February
Completed application forms can be sent to
info@inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk or posted to the Inspired
neighbourhoods offices.
Inspired Neighbourhoods offices
c/o Karmand Community Centre,
Barkerend Road, Bradford BD3 9EP

