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BRADFORD MELA CELEBRATES
ITS COMING OF AGE

Nasim Qureshi
welcomes you
to the Summer
edition of Inspired
Neighbourhoods
Our community has tremendous
spirit and we have wonderful
people living and working here.
In this Summer issue of Inspired
Neighbourhoods we are delighted
to bring you stories that are both
heart-warming and show that
positive approach to our city.
There is a real passion for
life throughout the area from
businesses to community projects.
At ‘Inspired Neighbourhoods’ we
believe that is what will bring about
many good things in the years to
come.
In response to your comments
and your ideas we have changed
the look of this edition of the
magazine, bringing you more
pictures of local people and even
more community activity.
However, we are constantly
looking at how Inspired
Neighbourhoods can help in
keeping you informed with what is
going on, not just through our own
campaigns but through all of the
fantastic work that is being done
by hard-working people.
Two ‘unsung heroes’ tell of their
work in this issue. They are both
worthy, committed and very real
role models and their contribution
cannot be underestimated.
David Cariss has run the
Karmand Boxing Club with his
mum Dot, and his father Bill when
he was alive, for 25 years helping
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so many young people; Zairat Nasa
Hussain has coached cricketers
in the area and is also involved
with the Karmand Community
Centre. David and Nasa are two
men who have given up thousands
of hours of their time voluntarily
and the area is far richer for their
involvement.
We also find out what our
new MP for Bradford East, David
Ward, is intending to do for
the constituency. What is really
heartening is that his first priority
is bringing more jobs to the area.
We would like to think that will
be the case and with our various
programmes we would like to see
just that happening.
I believe that Bradford East is
already an area full of soul. We
understand that there is much that
needs improving, but we feel that
with the commitment being shown
we can all have so much pride in
what is going on.
As always please let us know
your views, your opinions, your
ideas.
Kind Regards
Nasim Qureshi
Director Regeneration and
Neighbourhoods
Inspired Neighbourhoods
info@inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk
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NEWS

Calling Kenya

HEY GUYS!
YOU READY
TO CHILL?

(from Bradford school)
When Gerard Liston visited Africa
on a safari holiday last year he met
with the Masai tribe in Amboseli.
Just before we went to press with
this issue Gerard and two other
members of staff from Laisterdyke
Business & Enterprise College were
heading back there.
‘We are now developing an
educational link with the Masai
village which has a very distinctive
culture. I met with the chief of
the community, Chief Stanley
Metui Kotene. We talked about
possible links with schools and it
has developed from that.’
Laisterdyke’s bid for funding
of £2000 from Inspiring
Neighbourhoods towards their
project was one of five to win
such an award.
‘The educational value of
building international links is
what we are hoping to achieve.
This is all about children both
here in Bradford and in Amboseli
and learning new things about
different cultures. Amboseli’s
backdrop is Mount Kilimanjaro
so it’s pretty dramatic and is
awash with elephants, lions and
cheatahs. The Masai village itself
is all mud huts and thorn bushes
with people lighting fires with

wood sticks.’
Gerard is taking out a laptop
computer and solar charger with
him. This will be the link between
schools in Kenya and Laisterdyke.
‘Our ideal scenario is for it to
be possible to have live video links
between children from Amboseli
and our children here in Bradford.
That will really make the different
cultures come alive to each other.’
Gerard has a gift for Chief
Stanley too.
‘Two weeks ago we found
out that his wife had given birth

Gerard Liston

to a baby son, so we’re taking
an England football outfit for
the little boy. I hope he sees the
funny side of it.’

‘Chilling out’ is something
that many young people talk
about and THE CHILLZONE is all
about providing a really relaxed
place for all children and young
people aged 11 and over.
THE CHILLZONE is run every
Monday and Thursday between
6-9pm at the Karmand
Community Centre and has
computers with internet access
and games consoles.
‘It’s a place where all young
people can just kick back and
relax,’ says Assim Hussain, who
is responsible for CHILLZONE
through the ‘Young & Kicking’
project. ‘It helps get the kids
off the street and into a safe,
friendly and fun environment.
Come along and see for
yourself!’
Over the Summer CHILLZONE
will be running extra
activities in association with
Achievement for All.
Visit www.chill-zone.org for
more details

Keep your children reading
this Summer - it’s one small
step for children-kind!
It’s countdown to the summer
reading challenge - Space Hop.
This is a national scheme to
encourage primary age children
to continue to read throughout
the summer holidays. All Bradford
public libraries will be involved.
Everyone who joins Space Hop will
receive a collector’s card on which
to record details of books read
during the summer.

This gives children a great
chance to have fun with books
and to feel rewarded for reading.
It is not about children reading as
many books as they can; it’s about
children enjoying what they read,
finding out more about books;
and knowing how to find the
books they’re interested in reading
– and sharing reading time with
family and friends!
Parents can also get a lot

To find out more about Space Hop visit
www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
of benefit from the summer
reading challenge too. You
can have a chat with your child
about something they are really
enthusiastic about. It also means
that children continue to read

throughout the summer. They
can then return to school in
September with maintained or
improved reading skills.
Space Hop will highlight books
and reading via cosmic travel.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

CARVING A SLICE OF HISTORY
AT CARLTON BOLLING
The Flashing Blades of
Carlton Bolling College have
helped preserve the works of
former students
Many years ago three students
from the college entered a special
poetry competition and won it.
The winning verse was carved
into concrete paving slabs and
displayed near Bradford’s town
hall. It has been there for the past
two decades.
However, last year the council
decided that Centenary Square
needed a bit of a face lift and
the sad news came that the slabs
would be lifted and replaced.
Carlton Bolling was offered the
original slabs back late last year,
and made the decision to display
the slabs in a more creative way.
Andy Mills, the assistant
manager at the college’s
construction centre told IN
MAGAZINE: ‘The three slabs were
originally part of the pavement
on the edge of city square. When

FIRST
TO
DIVERSE
The Investors in Diversity (IiD)
Standard has recently been
achieved by Carlton Bolling
College. It is the very first
secondary school to reach the
standard in the whole of the UK.
The initial process involved aw
working party of 14, consisting of
teaching and non-teaching staff,
and nominated IiD Champion
Irshad Ahmed.
In order to achieve the
diversity status, many surveys
were compiled and completed
by students, staff, parents, visitors
and stakeholders throughout
this two-year long process.
Most importantly the college is
now recognised for its diverse
staff and students.
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The Flashing Blades with Andy
they were returned to us they
were slightly worn, but otherwise
in perfect condition. We thought
we should preserve them in their
full glory and that’s where the
construction students came in.’
Masonry was laid by the
‘Flashing Blades’ team otherwise
known as pupils Haroon Shabir,
Nijam Uddin and Wasim Iqbal,
and what a fine job they did. As
well as laying the paving slabs the
group also erected an inherited
brass plaque beside the brickwork.
Nijam tells us why it was such a
unique opportunity: ‘It felt good
to get out of the classroom and

to do something different. We
learned a lot, in fact it was the first
time we’d used certain materials
which really helped us to build on
our experience.’
The beautiful brickwork sits
proudly at the college’s entrance
and is a constant reminder of the
students’ hard work, both the
poets’ and the Flashing Blades.
Wasim hopes that it will be
preserved for many years to come:
‘We’re very impressed with the
results. Hopefully it will be there
for the next twenty years, if not
longer. It’s exciting to think that its
now part of the college’s history.’

£2000 GRANT
TO FIVE
ORGANISATIONS
Inspired Neighbourhoods
awarded five grants of £2000
earlier this year. As part of
the Inspiring Communities
programme, organisations were
invited to submit proposals to
win the awards. The Karmand
Boxing Club (page 8) and
Laisterdyke Business & Enterprise
College (page 3) were two of
the successful participants.
Others included an award for
the purchase of a polytunnel
for use on allotments; an award
to the police towards the costs
of running a summer camp’
and another to an organisation
which assists in finding
accommodation when leaving
home.
Nasrina Malik of Inspired
Neighbourhoods tells us
that there may well be
another £10,000 allocated
for special grant awards
later this year. Watch
this space!
www.inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk

DISCOVER YOUR POTENTIAL
FOR BUSINESS
Mike Whitehouse talks about Enterprise Coaching
with Inspired Neighbourhoods.
‘Do you want to get started in
business but don’t know how?
Do you have good ideas but
come unstuck in certain areas?’
Mike Waterhouse is
an Enterprise Coach. He
recently joined the Inspired
Neighbourhoods team at the
Karmand Community Centre to
help people who don’t have all
the skills they need when getting
started.
‘There are many hidden
entrepreneurs who could
be generating wealth for a
community and removing the

barriers that stand in their way
is what enterprise coaching is all
about,’ says Mike.
‘An enterprise coach is
all about helping those who
have ideas to build a successful
business, but don’t necessarily
possess all the skills. No-one is
good at everything and a coach
can often bring about useful
expertise and advice on what the
new business needs. This usually
comes about through a network
of extensive contacts in the area.’
‘Our aim at Inspired
Neighbourhoods is to help and

support with any aspect of what
may be a barrier to someone
achieving their business goal.
And it’s all for free.’
If you would like to know
more about how Mike can
help through enterprise
coaching why not give him
a call on 01274 665598 or
email michaelwhitehouse@
inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk.

COMMUNITY NEWS

BREAD BRINGS PEOPLE TOGETHER
Lucie Carter popped along to see what is happening in Otley Road
St Augustine’s Church on Otley
Road is getting its hands dirty,
in the kitchen that is. Every
Tuesday morning the staff and
volunteers are hosting their very
own Bread-Making Mornings, to
bring members of the community
together, get creative and have a
good old ‘chin-wag’.
The initiative was set up by
Reverend Ann Challenger, who
wanted to encourage people
from all race, ethnicity and
background to learn new skills,
meet new people and reflect
whilst enjoying a good bit of
grub. We popped down to find
out how this new project has
been doing :
‘The mornings have been
a real success, in fact I think
today’s is the busiest we’ve seen,’
Ann tells us. ‘We are here to
develop interfaith attitudes and
relationships. Each person who
attends the sessions has the
chance to make the bread of

Everyone’s welcome at St Augustines
their choice; once cooked, we
have a short time of reflection on
our own spirituality and enjoy the
meals together.’
As well as catering for adults,
the Bread-Making Morning also
gives the opportunity for children
and teenagers to come, develop
friendships and of course, get a
bit messy!
One of the volunteers said: ‘I

like to bring my daughter along
to have fun and learn. She enjoys
meeting with other children
from all different cultures; we
are here to bring the community
together.’
If you want to find out more
call the church office on
01274 775885

LOOKING FOR MORE YOUNG
ROLE MODELS
Bradford’s ‘B Someone’ campaign wants you!
Are you are a young person
who has done something good
in Bradford or for the city? Do
you know of someone who has?
Bradford Council are on the
lookout for you, or the person you
would put forward.
The ‘B Someone’ campaign is all
about inspiring others to greater
achievement. Sarah Bebbington of
Bradford Council tells us: ‘Young
people from across the district
are achieving great things and we
want to shout about them. We are
building a bank of ‘B Someone’
ambassadors who will be great
role models to their peers. These
young people may have overcome
obstacles, excelled in education,
followed their dreams and
achieved something in their lives.
The ‘B Someone’ website (www.
bsomeone.co.uk) showcases

The Students get to work
their inspirational stories for
others to read and get inspired!
We are always looking for more
young people to feature on the
website and link in with us as
ambassadors.’
The ‘B Someone’ campaign
launched in January 2009 and
the second strand currently
being explored focuses on the
benefits for young people of
taking responsibility for their

own educational attainment and
skills development supported
by parents, teachers, training
providers and local employers.
Contact Sarah Bebbington to
find out how you could be
involved on 01274 433582 or
email: sarah.bebbington@
bradford.gov.uk

KNOWLEDGE
IS POWER!
There’s an exciting new
project available in BD3 and
its making learning fun again;
The Learning Zone project,
which is run by Inspired
Neighbourhoods consists of
homework clubs and study
support classes.
The homework club provides
a friendly environment for pupils
to manage their homework and
tackle that dreaded coursework.
Students have access to books
and the internet, and are given
help and advice from dedicated
staff. The homework club runs
as drop in sessions, so students
who need help with work can
come in as and when they want.
Registration will be required
for individuals attending for the
first time and younger children
(primary school age) must be
accompanied with and adult.
The homework clubs run in
three locations;
1) Womenszone Community
Centre 19-21, Hubert St.
BD3 9TE. Every Tuesday 5pm
-7pm (girls only).
2) Laisterdyke Library Manse St, Bradford, BD3 8RP.
Saturday 1pm -3pm (Term-time
only).
3) St. Augustine’s Library
St. Augustines Centre, Otley
Rd, BD3 0DA. Saturday 10am
-11.45am (Term-time only).
To raise achievement for
local children, the Learning
Zone is running 10 weeks
of study support classes for
secondary school children in
core subjects of Maths, Science
and English. Any child in the
secondary school years of 7,
8 and 9 who lives in the BD3
area can register to attend the
classes.
The classes run every week
at The Tickhill Centre, Tickhill
Street, BD3 9RY, every saturday
4pm - 6pm. Registration is
required prior to attendance.
For further information or
to register for any of the
learning zone projects,
please visit the website
www.inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON

SHOPPING GETS FRESH LOOK
Inspired Neighbourhoods parks up at a new place on an old road

Parking made easy
Businesses on Leeds Old Road
are benefitting from a welcome
facelift to their shopping parade.
Work has been completed on
the Environmental Improvement
Scheme to improve the street
landscape in front of the parade
of shops at Leeds Old Road. The
suitability of the environmental
works associated with the scheme,
for LEGI (Local Enterprise Growth
Initiative) and Regional Housing
money were identified. Saira

Ali, Project Landscape Architect,
secured the funding to deliver this
scheme.
Saira Ali “It is expected that
the improvements will not only
provide a more attractive retail
environment to support this
commercial part of Leeds Old
Road but also lead to growth in
existing businesses and attracting
further investment in the area.
We aim to create a vibrant safer
neighbourhood and a healthier

environment within the area
making it more accessible and
liveable for the communities that
use it.”
Amjad Mahmood who manages
the travel agency WORLDWIDE
EXPERIENCE believes it has made
a big difference to how people see
the area as they drive in. ‘It used to
be a mess. There was always mud
around and when people came in
here they brought the mud in with
them. It looks a lot nicer and more
people are coming in now so it has
benefited us.’
Customer Janet Barker thinks
the new trees help too. ‘It just
makes the whole thing a lot better
than it did. We need things to be
happy about don’t we!’
01274 433971
saira.ali@bradford.gov.uk

Saira Ali

Amjad Mahmood and
Janet Barker

BRADFORD MELA CELEBRATES ITS
COMING OF AGE
Inspired Neighbourhoods takes a pictorial
look at Bradford’s biggest event

The crowds were out in full force

Back in 1988 the Bradford Mela
was born. Twenty-two years on
and it has now grown into a
massive two day jamboree of food,
music, street theatre, all manner of
outdoor events and is Bradford’s
biggest two day event of the year
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with tens of thousands attending
from all over the UK. It was
another tremendous gathering
over the second weekend in June
and here are just some of the
scenes from the two days.
Pictures courtesy of Bradford Council. Copyright remains with Bradford Council.

PROFILE

DO YOU KNOW WHO YOUR MP
IS FOR BRADFORD EAST?
Inspired Neighbourhoods
find out more about David
Ward and his hopes for the
constituency.
‘Jobs are absolutely crucial,’ says
David Ward, the newly-elected MP
for Bradford East. ‘It is when people
have jobs that they can start taking
control of their own lives. People
argue that if you raise educational
achievement that you will help
people out of poverty. I think it’s the
other way around. Until people are
lifted out of poverty there is very
little chance of raising educational
levels. Those who come from
households where the level of
deprivation has lifted find that all of
the other things follow in terms of
employment opportunities, physical
and mental health. We desperately
need to create jobs locally and get
people into employment.’’
David has already spent many
years serving Bradford, with the
past 26 of them as a councillor,
so he is not short of experience.
The General Election was his fifth
attempt at winning the seat, but
he isn’t about to let the corridors of
Westminster determine his future
or that of Bradford East.
‘I first wanted to become a
councillor because I cared about
the community where I lived and I
wanted to try to improve it. Over a
period of time you realise that there
are things that need changing at
a higher level. I believe there are
things in Bradford East that need
changing and can only be done at
a national level in terms of altering
legislation. I am passionate about
child poverty, which is a problem in
this constituency.’
‘We have quite a strong
manufacturing base here,
particularly between Leeds Road
in Bradford Moor right across
to Manchester Road. There
is a wedge of manufacturing
businesses and they could provide
us with a base for regeneration and
job creation. One of the things I
want to do very early on is to look

David Ward
at how we link up those businesses
with local schools and colleges.
I have already had discussions
with the current president of the
Chamber of Commerce, who
operates a manufacturing business
within that wedge. If we can create
a solid base it will get local jobs for
local people. That’s really what I
will be trying to do.’

David sees his role as very much
one of championing the causes of
his constituency.
‘My roots are in local
campaigning. Yes, I will go to the
House of Commons but I need to
learn very quickly how to use the
House of Commons in order to
be an effective local MP. I want
to bring about the changes that
are needed here in Bradford East.
That’s really what I’m there to
do. I am a constituency MP. This
is where I live, where my family
lives, where I see the problems and
where I see my focus.’
The dependency culture which
exists in some areas of Bradford
East is another of David’s concerns.
He feels this all ties in with getting
people back to work, or even out to
work for the first time.

‘A classic example is that if
your gate falls off do you ring the
landlord to say ‘come and fix my
gate, because I’m a poor person
and I can’t fix it myself’? Or do you
get a job, then go to somewhere
like B&Q, buy some screws and a
screwdriver and mend it yourself?
Once you have done that you think,
right, I’m going to oil it and make
sure it doesn’t fall off again. Then
your children see you mending the
gate and all sorts of things follow
on. Dignity, self esteem. That way
poverty and dependency become a
thing of the past.’
David Ward’s office is situated
on Killinghall Road and he is
usually available for constituency
appointments on Fridays and
Saturdays each week.
info@davidward.org.uk

Inspired Neighbourhoods took to the streets to ask...
1 Do you know who your MP is? 2 What do you think needs doing in Bradford East?
GARY FORRESTER
1 I’ve no idea
2 W
 e need to give the youngsters
something to do. I see it from my
shop here. They are just hanging
around with nothing for them.
We also need to look at the
amount of uninsured car drivers.
This is now the most expensive
place in the country for car
insurance.
AKTAR UDDIN
1 It’s David Ward
2 W
 e just need something exciting to
happen for Bradford to be known
for the right reasons, not the
Yorkshire Ripper and the Cannibal
Killer. There are a lot of people
out of jobs but the area has been
developed a lot. It is getting better.
GEMMA HOYLE
1 I think he’s a Liberal. He has an
office somewhere around here.
2 I think we need more outdoor
areas. There’s not much to do
around here, not enough for
young ones.

RIZWAN AHRAM
1 I think it might be
Mohammed Jamil.
2 There’s a lot of drug crime
around here. Jobs is an issue, but
it’s drugs that are messing up the
area. It’s not good out on these
streets these days. It’s violent. It
needs cleaning up and we don’t
see many police around here.
STUART HULL
1 I know he’s a Liberal.
2 There are a lot of young
unemployed people around here.
They tend to go into drugs and
things like that. They might not if
they had jobs.
ANN DUREE
1 No
2 Jobs are a big issue. I’m
unemployed at the moment.
There should be more money
put into the area. I also think
they should go back to letting
us smoke in pubs. All the pubs
are dying a death.
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INSPIRATIONAL

HARD HITTING
- LIFE CHANGING
Inspired Neighbourhoods
meet David Cariss at
Karmand Boxing Club
‘People ask what’s the best thing
you’ve done in boxing? I tell them
it isn’t about producing champions
to me. The biggest things I’ve
done have been to get two lads
off heroin.’
David Cariss is one of Bradford’s
greatest unsung heroes.
Five nights a week, plus two
afternoons, he runs Karmand
Boxing Club. He’s the head coach
and matchmaker. His mum, Dot, is
the club secretary.
Together with his late dad,
Bill, they started up the club in
1985. Since that time they have
earned the respect of everyone
in Bradford and the club is also
respected throughout the country.
‘We look after everyone here.
We are like a family whether you
are Asian, black or white. We are
really disciplined as well. It’s what
we are known for. I was always
brought up on principles, being
respectful.’
Karmand Boxing Club has
produced national champions and
you will not find anyone more
committed to a cause than David
and his mum:
‘My father said that if we were
going to do it we would have to
be committed. He asked my mum
if he could have the £1000 they
had saved up to go to Egypt 25
years ago so that he could open
the club. I only work part-time
so that I can run this club and
I do it all voluntarily.’
David doesn’t regret a
single thing about what
he has done in running
the club. He has made
tremendous sacrifices,
admitting to not really
seeing his two daughters
much as they have grown up
and that he has at least got the
love of a good woman in his wife.
8 inspired neighbourhoods

Shabir in the ring
‘Sometimes you do wonder
if it’s all worth it but then when
I think about the lads I have
helped you know it’s worthwhile.
This isn’t just about producing
boxers. Many of our lads come
from broken homes or have done
drugs. I’ve been able to get them
off those. They now come up
to me, throw their arms around
me and say ‘thanks Dave for
everything you’ve done’. That’s
fantastic. They’re now buying their
own houses, got families and jobs.
It’s really nice when that happens.’
David also
takes the

whole club off into the Yorkshire
Dales for a day out and each
Christmas the club is also treated
to a 3-course meal at a local
curry house, through the nightly
subscriptions.
Karmand Boxing Club recently
received a grant of £2000 through
the Inspiring Communities
Programme where 5 organisations
received £2000 each. The money
has already been spent as David
explains:
‘It helps immensely. Boxing
gloves are the most expensive
thing and we get through a lot
of them. We bought 12 pairs of

Mum Dot and David
sparring gloves at £55 a pair and
20 pairs of bag gloves at £45 a
pair. We survive off grants and
each pair of gloves will only last
a year. We are grateful for any
sponsorship or grant that comes
our way. Michael Evans who I
work for has sponsored us twice
with a Renault minibus and we are
grateful for that too.’
If you would like to know more
about the Karmand Boxing
Club why not visit the Karmand
Community Centre and talk
with David and Dot.

Shabir Hussain, Campaign Leader and owner
of Akbars Restaurant commented: “I am very
pleased that Inspired Communities are supporting
such a fantastic project as it helps young people
to have a more healthy and active lifestyle.”

INSPIRATIONAL

GET INVOLVED IN CRICKET
Inspired Neighbourhoods talk with a man who inspires others to play
‘I don’t like losing and I’ve always
been one that plays hard to win.’
Zairat Nasa Hussain, known
to his friends as Nasa or Naz,
is assistant director of cricket
at Undercliffe Cricket Club.
He is also involved with the
Karmand Community Centre. He
is passionate about cricket and
helping youngsters.
Nasa is very excited about the
Karmand Sports Association
which launched last year. ‘The idea
of building a pavilion and cricket
pitch at the back of the centre,
with a running track around it
and a multi use games area is

great. I’m helping advise on it and
I would love to see a new team
pushing to get in the Bradford
League.’
Although Nasa’s spiritual home
is now Undercliffe where he has
played since he was 17 he is very
much involved with the Inspired
Neighbourhoods programme.
‘Through Inspired
Neighbourhoods we received a
grant to do some basic training
– catching, fielding, throwing,
batting, bowling. We have
also purchased some coaching
equipment including a bowling
machine. This year we put

together a Black Minority Ethnics
Development Group at Carlton
Bolling Centre through the winter
and we have had lots of kids come
through. It was sponsored by
Yorkshire Cricket Board.’
Nasa would like to
think that cricket
won’t be the
only thing at
Karmand’s new
sports venue.
‘I’m hoping that
once the field is
sorted the multi
use games are will
be used for things
like volleyball and
football. We already
have Karmand
Cricket Club that
plays on a Sunday
and at the moment
they are unbeaten
this season. My lad
Farakh plays in the
team and also plays
here at Undercliffe.
At the moment
9 or 10 of the
Karmand side are
all under 21 years of
age and from the BD3
area.’

If you would like to know more
about the Karmand Sports
Association and Karmand
Cricket Club why not go along
to a game on a Sunday
and have a word with
Nasa

Nasa & Farakh

COMING TOGETHER FOR A PURPOSE
In recent years Attock Park in BD3
hasn’t been without its problems;
anti-social behaviour and
numerous violent attacks have
been recorded in and around the
park, leaving it without visitors
and with a bad reputation, and
that’s where the organisation
Consequence became involved.
The organisation works with
ex-offenders who are looking to
change and encourages them
to get involved with numerous
community projects in Bradford.
The ‘Magic Project’ was
developed to help regenerate

Attock Park by displaying positive,
anti-crime messages on banners
within its grounds.
Director of Consequence Arfan
‘Naz’ Naseer tells us a bit more
about the Magic Project: “The
project comprises of 12 young
people, who had offended or
were perhaps heading down
the wrong path. The group have
been working with the police and
the fire services to help create
the banners and generate strong
messages.”
Consequence will receive
support from Inspired

Neighbourhoods to see the Magic
Project through from start to
finish. Naz concludes; “We want
to get the point across that crime
doesn’t pay. When the youngsters

eventually reap the rewards of
their work, they will feel proud
and have real appreciation of
their community.”
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DOWN MEMORY LANE

ONE LADY AT THE HEART
OF THE COMMUNITY
Reverend Ann Challenger of
St Augustines Church isn’t
your typical Bradfordian; she
wasn’t born in Bradford, in
fact her unique story began
56 years ago in old town
in Scarborough among the
fishermen families.
As a child in what she describes as
a “very manual working family”,
Ann always knew she had the
capabilities to study and eventually
develop a qualified profession. She
tells us; “I was the first member
of my family who wanted a career
and I always knew I could achieve
something different.”
Ann’s first taste of what was
to become a life-long career path
came in the early 70’s, training
as a nurse in Scarborough. Then
she made the brave move from
her hometown of Scarborough
down south to Leicester to work
in district nursing sister. Previously
she had trained as a midwife
in Hull, before setting in her
preferred field of social care.
In 1980 however, Ann made
her most significant move; she
decided to follow her then
boyfriend (now husband) up north
to good old Bradford, BD3 to be

specific. Soon after arriving here,
Ann married her sweetheart and
gave birth to two children.
Ann tells us more about her first
encounter with the city: “In those
early years Bradford was incredibly
similar to Leicester, because of all
the different cultures and races
that it inhabited. I’d always prefer
cities which represented interfaith
and I love to be around diversity
because it opens new horizons.”
Admittedly, Ann’s life up until
recent year’s wasn’t the most
faith concentrated; despite being
brought up in a Christian family,
Ann like many adolescents fell
out of the habit of practising faith
when she was 13. But ten years
ago, when her eldest child was
just 12 years old, Ann suffered a
massive heart attack which not
only left her in intensive care,
but led to her question her own
existence-faith it seemed, was
needed:
“Whilst I was in hospital, a vicar
who I knew through from the
board of school governors at my
child’s school came to visit me.
During her visit we talked an awful
lot and just before she left she
prayed for me and my recovery. As
soon as she left I felt a great sense
of burning and then a profound
peace, this was the beginning

Reverend Ann Challenger
of a strong commitment to my
Christian faith.”
Although Ann tried to
remain practically minded, the
momentous moment left her
wanting more. She explains;
“When I came out of intensive
care, I was very low indeed. I kept
in touch with the vicar (who was,
at St Augustine’s) and she and
the whole Church family offered
to support and nurture my faith
with me. Eventually my cynicism
drained away and I began to
practice my faith again.”
Because of the restraints on

Labour back in
minority control with
Cllr Greenwood
Whilst the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats have formed a
coalition government nationally Labour has taken control of local
government in Bradford.
Councillor Ian Greenwood has stepped back into the top job as leader of the
council, which he lost in 2000. Labour now have 39 councillors, the conservatives
have 32 and the Liberal Democrats 14.
Councillor Greenwood believes he can move the city of Bradford and the district
forward with the cooperation of the majority of its population.
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her health Ann was forced to
retire from social work three years
ago, a predicament she chose to
use positively. She was called by
God and selected to train as a
Church of England minister, after
completing a university degree,
she was ordained as a deacon last
July; Ann now serves the Parish of
St Augustine’s.
Ann concludes: “Because of my
own experiences, I feel as though
I have a real insight into how to
nurture and talk with people.”
Just what more could you want
from your local Reverend?

SECURITY

CLEVER STUFF CAN
PROTECT YOU

Inspired Neighbourhoods look at security issues
Protecting your home has become
vital in recent years. During
times of recession it is even more
important as crime tends to rise.
One of the most common forms
of burglary in West Yorkshire
during recent years has involved
locks on UPVC doors. That’s the
opinion of one security expert.
‘Although UPVC doors are
known for their 5 bolt system they
are often controlled by a cheap
lock,’ says Snap Lock.
‘A plastic door only takes
20 seconds to get through the
lock and several houses can be
broken into in a very short space
of time. It’s the lock that gets
snapped. This is a big problem for
West Yorkshire and it’s the way
everyone seems to be getting
burgled now. It’s going to be a
problem up and down the country

in time.’
Snap Lock believes there
are several deterrents that
householders could arm
themselves with in order to
improve home protection. Snap
Lock talks of many being easy to
install whilst offering real peace
of mind.
‘You can now get hold of really
clever stuff that doesn’t cost much
at all. You can have a small padlock
on your lock with an alarm built
in. As soon as it is moved an alarm
goes off. This kind of thing only
costs around £10, so it’s much
easier to afford than you might
think. You can also now have
Closed Circuit Television (CCTV)
wireless-based for only £140.’
The cost of a locksmith
coming out to your home can be
extremely costly and Snap Lock

Don’t let them get away!
Enhance your security with
solid Hoppe handles

believes that is another of the
reasons for taking up on new
technology.
‘The great thing is that if
you visit a website like
www.snaplocks.co.uk you can
also find out exactly how to fit
all of these products, once again
saving you valuable time and
money.’

Free crime prevention advice
can be obtained from West
Yorkshire Police. Contact
your local neighbourhood
policing team for more advice
on 0845 6060606 or via
www.westyorkshirepolice.co.uk

Have you thought about setting up a community business?
Are you part of a local group, charity or community?
Enterprising Communities is a new initiative supported by
Enterprising Bradford and is for anyone living or working in the
following Bradford districts:
University Ward
East Windhill and Wrose
City Centre
Manningham
Allerton

Little Horton
Royds
Bradford Moor
South Keighley
Undercliffe

For an informal chat about how you could develop
your ideas why not ring us now

01274 739994

If you do live or work in these areas you may be eligible for a
package of support and advice such as:
• Idea development / strategic planning
• Feasibility studies
• Business plans for community enterprises
• Legal forms and help with incorporation
• Financial modelling to establish the viability of projects
• Finance structuring and negotiations
• Marketing, sales and contracting
• Employing staff and going for growth
• Training, Organisational Development and
Capacity Building

In addition to receiving one to one support from a business coach you can
also get involved with our contract clubs for further information about our
contract clubs, dates and course content go to

www.sesc.org.uk/events
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COMMUNITY NEWS

WE’RE NOT ABOUT
TICKING THE BOXES!
Inspired Neighbourhoods talk about getting people in work with Nawaz Khan
‘The thing I am proud of is that
we have managed to help so
many people. This is not just about
helping individuals. You tend to
find that when you help someone
you end up helping the whole
family,’ That’s the view of Nawaz
Khan of Accent.
‘One person who is unemployed
might also have parents, sisters
and brothers at home who might
be unemployed too. By helping
one person, you end up helping
the whole family. Two or three
years down the line you might
meet some of the people you have
helped and you find they are now
married, have children and their
own house and car. That’s better
news than any wage I’ve ever
received.’
Accent Regeneration
Community Partnerships (ARCP)
is about getting people into work
or giving them a chance in life.
Sometimes that’s not easy for a lot
of people, as Nawaz explains:
‘We help those who have been
made redundant, the long term
unemployed or those who have
left school and never had any form
of employment. We work hard for
everyone, including the hard-toreach and disadvantaged.’
For some it is a case of starting
with a very basic course designed
to build confidence.
‘There are Asian Muslim women
who want to get into training and
employment but have so many
barriers. Many are a fair bit away
from the market so we are getting
them to a stage where they are
employable.’
Those who have left school
with no qualifications are another
grouping that Nawaz tells of
Accent having been able to help:
‘Those who have struggled to
get any GCSEs feel that they are
a failure, or have been told that
they are not good for anything.
Sometimes you have to look at
why that has happened. It’s not

that they are a failure at all. There
are so many issues they have often
had to face. There may have been
social issues, family break-ups,
drugs, housing problems. Our idea
is to try to get people to take the
first step on the ladder.’
ARCP offers construction
training from their Barkerend
Training Centre, but they help
in finding jobs in all sectors and
they have found work experience
for hundreds of people, many of

whom have gone on to full-time
work.
‘We’re not a provider who is
ticking the boxes,’ says Nawaz.
‘We are passionate about what
we do. The people who come
here or attend our courses get into
work and become our friends. If
you provide someone with that
kind of support and guidance it
encourages them. Some don’t
have any parents to go to or family
and close friends to call upon.

All of my staff work so hard with
everyone that comes through our
doors. We will support as much
as we can to ensure that each
person has every opportunity to
get a job.’
If you would like to find out
more information of the
projects run by ARCP, then why
not pop in to the Accent offices
at Barkerend Road, Bradford
BD3 9DB or ring 01274 728396.

.. and here are just a few of the
success stories through Accent
Luke Burns and Devon Wilson
pictured here both were
successful apprentices on Accent’s
Leeds SPV development project
where Accent Foundation are
developing new builds to rent
and shared ownership. As
part of the work Accent have
stipulated contractual clauses
for the contractor to deliver local
job opportunities and training
for local people. This project has
become a benchmark for all other
development work as Accent has
managed to embed

Luke and Devon on site
in Bradford

employment and skills as
part of the selection criteria
for the successful tender. So
the idea of a contractor not
only physically regenerating
the community but also
the social aspect of the
regeneration becomes
part and parcel of the
programme.
Both Luke and Devon
were struggling to complete
their apprenticeship as
they had completed the
technical certificate but
required site
evidence
for the full
qualification.
They have now
successfully
completed that
as a result of the
development.
Usman Ishaq,
pictured with
the saw, was an
apprentice joiner for
Wates Construction.
He came through
the youthbuild

programme and spent some time
with Asif Hussain of Accent going
through personal development
and one to one support before
landing the apprenticeship
with Wates. Today he is a
qualified joiner as a result of the
ongoing support he received
throughout the duration of his
apprenticeship.

inspired neighbourhoods 13

DIARY DATES

WHAT’S ON A FEW EXCITING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Murderous Maths
Wednesday 11th August,
10.15am – 11.15am at
Laisterdyke Library
Kjartan Poskitt will leave
children amazed with his mindboggling maths. Learn how to
measure the universe and other
gobsmacking galaxy calculations.
This hilarious show makes maths
FUN! www.muderousmaths.co.uk

Ground between the 21st and the
25th July 2010.

Bradford in Bloom

Police 2010 summer camp

The Yorkshire Cricket Mela
Centenary Square
The Yorkshire Cricket Mela
is a festival of cricket, culture,
community and commerce and
will see a host of major events
taking place across the region
in the lead up to the Test Match
with a particular focus on Leeds
and Bradford. The Yorkshire
County Cricket Club is delighted
to be staging the Pakistan v
Australia 2nd Test Match at
Headingley Carnegie Cricket

include best small/large garden,
best containers, best allotment,
best area planted by a group/
organisation, wildlife garden.
For more info contact
01274 743054 or email
environment@anchorproject.org.uk.

Do you or a friend grow plants
in your garden or yard? If so,
then enter the 6th Beautiful
BD3 Garden Competition. There
are great prizes to be won and
the competition is open to
the whole of BD3! Categories

The police summer camp is
coming to East Bowling between
the 2nd and 6th of August.
We are offering a week of fun
activities such as Playing Xbox
on huge screens! Inflatable
Assault Course! Urban Street
Dance! Dodgeball! Cheerleading!
Football and Cricket!
Plus there will be lots to learn
on current topics such as Drugs,
Knife Crime and Anti-social
Behaviour.

To be held at the Bradford
Academy, Teasdale Street, East
Bowling. For more information
call Chris Cahill your local PCSO
on 0759 0358204.
Please Note: Children should
be aged between 10 and 15.
Application packs need to back
in your possession by Tuesday
13th of July. Transport may be
provided.

There are far more activities going on in the area
please go to www.inspiredneighbourhoods.co.uk

MEET THE ‘IN-TEAM’
Introducing the new faces at Inspired Neighbourhoods
Sarah Pickles
Position: Employment Link
Officer
Previous Employment:
I’ve worked as a recruitment
consultant and in the HR
department of Education Bradford
Day-to-day Duties: I’m
currently working mobile
throughout Bradford conducting
sessions with women primarily.
We’ve been working on CV
writing, interview skills and
confidence issues.
Favourite part of the job?
Working on a one to one level;
at the minute I’m beginning to
build up a portfolio of referrals
with clients and developing case
studies. Hopefully we’ll be seeing
good results in the very near
future.

Day-to-day Duties: Managing
finance across different working
projects that we have going on
here.
Favourite part of the job?
It’s a breath of fresh air here. The
people are really easy to get on
with and there’s a strong shared
respect across the whole team.

Armghan ‘Arnie’ Sajid

Mike Whitehouse

Position: Finance Officer
Previous Employment: Prior
to this role, I worked for the Bank
of New York in Manchester.

Position: Enterprise Coach
Previous Employment: I
worked for the Public Sector for
six years working specifically with
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Sarah Pickles

‘Arnie’ and Mike
local businesses in the community,
and I also worked for the Bradford
Chamber of commerce.
Day-to-day Duties: My role
as enterprise coach covers the
whole of Bradford East; we give
help, support and aspiration
where needed. I’m working on
developing case studies with those
smaller businesses and ventures.

Favourite part of the job? I’m
enjoying working with our new
team here; we’re all looking
forward to facing new and
exciting challenges. I myself am
Bradford born and bred and so I’m
really familiar to the city and all its
different areas. We have a flexible
and friendly approach.

